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 2015 UPCOMING EVENTS 

(All calendar event subject to change) 
 

TOM’S RIDE TO YORK   Thursday Sept. 24 

WHITT’S OPEN HOUSE  Saturday Sept. 26 

WHITT’S POKER RUN   Sunday Sept. 27 

APPLE HARVEST RIDE  Saturday October 3  

COLONIAL BEACH RIDE  Saturday October 10 

HOG ROAD CLEAN UP   Saturday October 17  

WHITT’S TENT EVENT  Saturday October 17 

FALL FOLIAGE RIDE   Sunday October 18 

WHITT’S CHILI COOK OFF Saturday October 31 

VETERAN’S DAY PARADE  Saturday November 7 

VETERAN’S DAY RIDE   Wednesday November 11 

MANASSAS CHRISTMAS PARADE  Saturday December 5 

POLAR BEAR RIDE    Friday January 1, 2016! 

 

Have you got pics for this newsletter?  Ideas for articles?  Contact the 
Editor <= click, we’d love to hear from you!   

Proudly Sponsored by: 

mailto:number62@verizon.net?subject=Manassas%20HOG%20info
http://www.whittshd.com/
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Coach’s Corner—   Tricky Traffic Patterns that happen in Rural Areas by Genevieve Schmitt 

Often we feel the urge on our motorcycles to keep up with the group or maybe just the rider in front of us. This can get us into 
trouble. We’re so focused on staying together that we momentarily get distracted from the road and our defensive driving skills 
disappear. This happens a lot when in a passing zone, when one rider decides to pass on a rural two-lane road. If you find your-
self in a rural area while riding, with a group, or without, please heed this advice.  Often there are dotted yellow lines (passing 
zones) where there are left-hand turnoffs. Often these turnoffs lead to obscure places like campgrounds, scenic pull-offs and out-
of-the-way lodging or someone’s home, and are usually gravel roads.   

Imagine making this left turn off where the white truck sits.  You’re slowing down from 70 to 20 mph to turn left onto your road, 
You not only make sure there are no vehicles coming in the opposite direction, but you look over your left shoulder to see if 
there are any vehicles behind you executing a pass because you are slowing down (and they don’t realize you’re turning.)   Do 
this head check because you ride your motorcycle — and drive your car — defensively.  Flick on your turn signal well in ad-
vance too. Do you also extend your left arm to indicate you’re turning?  Not all drivers and other riders pay attention to these 
indications because either they already started pulling out from behind you to pass before the turn signal goes on, or are behind 
a vehicle that’s behind you and cannot see your arm or the turn signal flashing. 
 
Impatience and frustration can lead a person to pull out and pass without paying attention to what’s going on ahead.  There is 
no opposing traffic when you reached the turnoff, but, imagine what might happen if you did not look over your left shoulder be-
fore turning - a car two vehicles back can pull out from this lane (angrily, probably) intending to pass the two cars in front of it — 
and you.  
 
If you were turning left, that car might hit you broadside. The yellow lines were dotted. The driver had the legal right to pass, 

however, as indicated by traffic rules, he could only pass “without interfering with the safe operation … of any vehicle being 

overtaken.” That’d be you on your motorcycle. A little patience on the driver’s part would have been nice. Be on your game. Wait 

for him to pass and make sure other drivers weren't following suit.  

Same thing goes if you attempt to pass in a passing zone where there are left-hand turns ahead. A vehicle ahead of you may 

decide to turn left at the last minute, especially travelers unsure where they’re going. If you pull out to pass and the driver ahead 

of you decides to turn left and doesn’t see you coming up alongside him, an accident could occur. So look ahead when you're 

executing a pass, whether on a motorcycle or in a car, to check that there are no left hand turnoffs where a driver in front of you 

could all of sudden decide to turn left.   

The bottom line is, ride defensively and with patience. Always assume drivers are not going to do what they’re supposed to do. 
Assume they are going to do the opposite. Be on the lookout for this left-hand turn passing zone scenario next time you are  
riding in a rural area.   And also, don’t forget to ride often and have fun! 

http://www.womenridersnow.com/pages/Women_Riders_Now_Founder_Editor.aspx
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Recent Happenings 

MORE PHOTOS CAN BE SEEN HERE: HTTPS://WWW.FLICKR.COM/PHOTOS/MANASSAS_HOG 

BIG Thanks to  

outgoing Editor  

Kevin Chrisman  

for a job VERY well 
Done!! 



 5 

 
 
 
 

 



 6 

Need More 
HOG? 

Click/Tap  HERE 

http://www.hogchapters.com/
http://www.hogchapters.com/
http://www.hogchapters.com/
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  Ride to Shanksville, PA 
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The Manassas HOG Chapter would like to thank all the businesses 

that advertise in our newsletter. These businesses support our Chapter, 

please support them whenever you can! 
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 9321 Center Street Manassas VA 20110 

    Phone: 703-631-3750  

http://www.whittshd.com/

